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[Page 1 – Front of Envelope]
[[Image: 3-Cent Purple
[[Image: Post-mark

postage stamp with image

stamp, with print text

of Thomas Jefferson.]]

“ELYRIA / OHIO / 1943”
encircling date:
“MAY 8 / 630 AM”]]
Pvt John. P. Bell
78 [[underscore]] th [[/underscore]] Sig. Co. A.P.O. 78
Camp Butner,
N.C.
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[Mrs J. P. Bell]
345 W. [River] St
Elyria, [O.]
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May 7, 1943
Dearest Darling,
This sure is my lucky day. I got
two letters from my baby. And also
I got paid. I must have gotten my
[[image: scratched out “pay”]] [[superscript]] raise [[/superscript]] from last week on. I thought
it was from this week but it don’t
make me mad that it started sooner.
I said I was going to write you
last night too but I wrote Chuck a
letter instead. I hope you don’t mind
Sweetheart. I thought you would
understand that.
Darling, your letters were such
sweet ones. I love to get letters like that.
Dearest Sweetheart, I love you so and
when I get letters like that I realize
how much my love is returned. We
are so much in love, Baby, that a
little separation only makes us love each
other all the more. When you come
home, sweetie, we certainly are going to
have a sweet time to-gether. What a
wonderful time there will be when
you come home for good. Oh, Darling
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3/
could see him.
It sure is a gray old day to-day. It was
so nice out this morning when I was
walking to work and then this afternoon
it started to rain. It’s not raining but
it sure is gray out.
I’m glad you like your work. I know
you will get along well, your [sic] pretty
smart. (I think so anyway) And I’m
glad you are having fun too. You
know all work and no play makes
Jack a dull boy. I work and I play
too. I go out as much as I can. I
don’t want to sit around the house
and moon. And I know you’d rather
have me go out too.
You know in yestersday’s letter I told
you that our club was going into Cleveland
to see the sportman’s show, well we
found out that the sportman’s show was
over last week. So now we are going to
go to go to the Palace in Cleveland. Borak
Minivich [[strikethrough]] ha
[[/strikethrough]] and his
harmonica rascals
are going to be on the stage.
Jean Gibson had the intestinal flu last

2/
I can hardly wait for that time. Just
think, Sweetheart, to-gether again, for
the best of our lives to-gether. Baby, you
have no idea of the wonderful things
I have planned for us. We certainly
are going stepping high, wide [&]
handsome.
I just heard on the radio that Tunis
and Bizerte have been captured by
the allies. Gosh that certainly is good
news. The war can’t end too soon for
us can it Sweetie? So that your arms
will be around me for good. Gosh
it sure will be good to feel your arms
about me. And when you do put them
around me you are going to have a
heck of a time taking them away.
I’m over to my folks house now. I’m
here for supper. My dad and Aunt Celia
both said to be sure to say hello to you.
Dolly stopped up to the house to-day
for a little while and she had Ricky with
her. Honestly that kid gets cuter every day.
He had a little navy blue coat [&] hat on
and he’s got Chuck’s insignia on his sleeve.
He is so adorable. I just wish you
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week. I guess Shiela [&] Gibby had it too
but they are all allright [sic] now. Gibby doesn’t
have his store teeth yet. Barbara has hers
though. I haven’t seen her yet but I
will. I guess they will look better than
none.
Well, Baby, I guess supper is ready.
So I shall say so long to my beloved
husband untill [sic] to-morrow. In the
meantime, I’m sending you hugs and
kisses galore. Your [sic] my sweet little
graham cracker boy. and I love you
[[underscore]] very very very very [[/underscore// much.
Your own
Fink.

